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The ENCOUNTER  
A monthly newsletter of Crossroads United Methodist Church    

AUGUST 2010  

Church Worship & Picnic August 22 
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A Message From Our Pastor  
Dear Congregation, 

 

     On August 22 our church will gather in Long Family Memorial Park (on F 
Road east of Crossroads UMC, please use the south parking lot off of E 1/2 
Road to access the Grand Mesa shelter) for ñWorship in the Parkò followed by a 
picnic.  The details for that day are on page 8 of this issue of The Encounter.  
You might be asking yourselves, ñSo why worship and picnic in the park?ò 
Simply for variety?  I believe there are at least two reasons for this outing. 

 

     First, it is a means for pulling us together as a congregation.  As you know, 
we have three different services and, in many ways, three different 
congregations.  The people of the different services donôt always see each other 
and may not even know each other.  This service of worship and picnic will draw 
people of our congregation together helping us to be better acquainted and 
helping us to feel more connected with more people of our church. 

 

     The second is a different reason.  It used to be that all churches would need 
to do was to open their doors and people would come in and want to be a part 
our congregation.  You know, as well as I, that those days are long gone.  So 
our worship in the park will serve as a way to bring the church to the people.  It 
is a way to open our doors to our community.  

 

     We will be very obvious in the park on that day.  Our church will be very 
audible.  Our Praise Band will be playing that day in the Grand Mesa Shelter.  
People will be able to hear songs of praise to God.  Our church will be visible.  
Besides a shelter full of people, there will be several open awnings with people 
gathered together worshiping.  People walking by will actually see us 
worshipping.  Our doors, literally, will be open. 

 

     People will see what goes on in a church.  They will see us worshiping and 
praising God through music and word.  They will see us praying.  They will see 
us eating and fellowshipping together as the body of Christ. 

 

Please see óPastorô on page 3 
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Our Mission: To warmly welcome all to the worship of God, to become 

Disciples of Jesus Christ, and to encourage all to share their gifts in 

service of the Lord, the community and the world. 

599 Thirty Road                                                                                        Phone: 242-0577 

Grand Junction, CO                        Fax: 241-6919 

81504 

Sunday School             Sunday Services 

      9:45 a.m.         8:30, 9:50 & 11:00 a.m. 

                                      

                                   E-Mail:                             cumchurch1007@msn.com 

          Web Site:                           www.crossroadsgj.org 

Office Hours:   Monday thru Thursday: 

     9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

     1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

     Friday: 

     9:00 a.m. to 12 noon  

Our Missionaries   John, Suzanne, Jonathan & Jeffrey Funk, Bolivia 

     A bush pilot in Tanzania 

     Lahi Luhahi at Kenya Methodist University 

Staff 
Pastor:     Karen Hurst                              kadihu08@msn.com 

Minister of Care:    Roger W. Smith*               rmsmith@bresnan.net 

Minister of Youth Education:   Debbie Beth Hoffman*                     debbeth@msn.com 

Accompanist & Adult Bell Choirs:  Lisa A. Bush        lisabushpiano@yahoo.com 

Chancel Choir Director:  Amanda Liddle           liddlereader@yahoo.com 

Director of Music Ministries:   Laurie Lester        dulcimermaid@yahoo.com 

District Superintendent:   Rev. Steve Goodier            utahwestco@gmail.com 

Bishop:     Elaine J. W. Stanovsky                bishop@rmcumc.com 

Nursery Attendants:   Sandy Powell                                       jjlpowell@q.com 

     Lyndi Hoffman 

Custodian:     Vic Melchor 

Secretaries:    Brian Hiebert                    cumchurch1007@msn.com

     Linda Rash                 lfwjrash@bresnan.net 

*Certified Lay Minister  

 

WHEN SOMEONE IS ILL OR THERE IS AN EMERGENCY ON THE 

WEEKENDS PLEASE CALL ROGER SMITH AT 523 -5059 OR  

KAREN HURST AT 523-7806. 

 



 

 

Donate Coupons and Help Military Families  

Crossroads UMC would like to reach out to military families serving 
overseas.  Military families may use manufacturer's coupons in the 
commissaries, but they receive no newspapers where they may obtain 
these coupons.  That's where people back home can help these 
families.  Clip manufacturer coupons and place them in the designated 
bag in  the church office.  Military commissaries accept coupons up to 
six months past the printed expiration date.  If you would be interested 
in helping in any way please contact the church office at 242-0577.  
Coupons can be placed in a plastic bag at the front desk.  We will send 
the coupons monthly. 
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The deadline for the SEPTEMBER 2010 issue of The Encounter 
is AUGUST 15.  PLEASE NOTE THE EARLIER DEADLINE!  

Drop articles in the box outside the church office 
 or email to cumchurch1007@msn.com.  

Electronic versions are appreciated.  Thank you. 

Clip and Save  
Mission Needs List for 2009 

  Month   Clifton Food Bank    Grace Childrenôs Hospital 
  January  Cereal     Gauze Pads 
  February  Box Dinners    Baby Shampoo 
  March  Box Dinners    Small Toothpaste 
  April   Canned Fruit    Hand Soap 
  May   Canned Vegetables   Band-Aids 
  June   Canned Vegetables   Baby Lotion 
  July   Canned Meat   Combs & Brushes 
  August  Soup     School Supplies 
  September  Tomato or spaghetti sauce  Cotton Balls 
  October  Canned meals   Q-tips 
  November  Dessert    Rubbing Alcohol 
  December  Pasta     Haiti Tree 
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Music Ministries Report  
We welcome Laurie Lester as our new Director of Music Ministries.  Laurie was 
hired to be the Director of Youth and Childrenôs Music Ministries in January of 
this year.  She has been working with the Childrenôs Choir - Joyful Noise - and 
the Rapture Ringers since then.  Now she will be leading the entire department 
as Lisa Bush has stepped down from this duty.  Lisa will continue as 
accompanist and Crossroads Ringers director.  Amanda Liddle will continue as 
the choir director.  Laurie has a strong musical as well as administrative 
background and we look forward to working with her.  Chancel Choir has begun 
rehearsals on Wednesdays from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m..  We are always looking for 
more people who would like to join us in singing praises to our Lord.  Please talk 
to Laurie, Lisa or Amanda and we can get you started.  Crossroads Ringers, 
Rapture Ringers and Joyful Noise will all begin rehearsing in August/September.  
Watch the bulletin for details.  If you would like to be involved in any of these 
groups just let us know and we will be sure and get you all the information you 
need.  It has been a privilege to serve as Director of Music Ministries here at 
Crossroads, and I am very happy to continue as the accompanist and adult bell 
choir director.  Thanks for all your support  - Lisa Bush. 

 

óPastorô from page 2 

     You saw in the article about the need for water bottles.  We will be handing 
out bottles of water to those in the park that day with a word of invitation and our 
churchôs name and pertinent information.  We will give balloons to Crossroads 
UMC children as well as children in the park. 

 

     On August 22, we as a congregation will have a wonderful opportunity to 
reach out to the neighborhood around us. This worship service will let others 
know about the joy and love of God through Jesus Christ. 

 

     I pray that all who are able will come to the park on that day.  We need you.  
Our community needs you.  This is our opportunity to express our love for God 
in the joy of worship and fellowship.  This is our opportunity to open our doors to 
our community.  May we strive to find new ways for welcoming people with 
open hearts, open minds and open doors. 

Blessings, 

Karen 
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Crossroads UMC News Briefs  
Mission Produce Table Now Open  

Share your bountiful summer harvest by donating your extra produce to the Mission 
Committee Produce Table in Fellowship Hall.  Also, come and pick up fresh and local 
grown produce and donate to the Missions Committee.  Fair market price for the 
produce please.  Thank you. 

Laurie Lester Hired As New Music Director  

The Staff Parish Relations (SPR) Committee wishes to announce that we have hired 
Laurie Lester to fill the position of Director of Music Ministries beginning July 15.  You 
will recall that we announced that Lisa Bush had resigned this position and asked to 
return to her former duties as accompanist plus Director of Adult Bell Choirs.  Laurie is 
well qualified for this additional duty and has had some responsible positions working 
for her former churches.  We are pleased to welcome Laurie to serve our church in this 
additional position. 

Maynard Hesselbarth, Chairperson, SPR (Staff Parish Relations) Committee. 

Kairos Summer Retreat Needs Cookies  

Kairos, the prison ministry, will hold a four-day summer retreat at the Rifle Correctional 
Center the first weekend in August.  Kairos asks that each participating congregation 
donate 30 dozen cookies for the retreat.  By prison regulation, the cookies must be 
store bought and in unopened packages.  A plastic box has been placed outside the 
church office for donated cookies.  Call Bill Kehr at 523-6382 if you have questions.  
Thank you. 

Grand Valley United Methodist Pastor Trip to New Orleans Cancelled  

The New Orleans mission trip, organized by Grand Valley United Methodist pastors, 
scheduled for this fall, has been cancelled.  For more information, please call Gary 
Haddock at Redlands UMC, 245-1478. 

Make A Difference in a Childôs Life! Sunday School Teachers Needed for Aug. 8 

A teacher and a helper are needed for childrenôs Sunday School on August 8.  If possible, 
please lend your support of this important ð no vital ð ministry of Crossroads UMC, your 
church.  Copies of the teacherôs guide and childrenôs pages are ready and an office 
volunteer will copy the childrenôs pages for you.  Wear your comfy shoes and put on your 
best smile because the children are waiting for you. 

Christian Musician Charlie Hall Concert August 26 at Mesa State College  

The Fellowship of Christian Athletes Huddle at Mesa State College and Four Winds Coffee 
& Tea are hosting Charlie Hall in concert and would like to extend a special invitation to 
your youth ministry.  The concert will be held at Brownson Arena at Mesa State College on 
August 26 at 7:00 p.m. with gates opening at 6:00 p.m.  To purchase tickets please call 
Michael Wells, Hope Merritt or Sarah Martin at 970-248-1058, or visit Four Winds Coffee & 
Tea at the Christ Center. 
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Check Out the Crossroads UMC Website  
www.crossroadsgj.org  

Do you know where ð 
 

You can see information concerning our activities? 
You can check out upcoming events? 
You can learn about our groups? 
You can find out the areas of our outreach? 
You can listen to recent sermons? 
And many more things for you to discover? 

   Check out our website at www.crossroadsgj.org.  Spread the word! 

Giving Thanks  

 

Wood/Devereux Thanks  

We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all of those in our 
church family who prayed for us and supported us during Harry Woodôs illness 
and his passing. Although we will miss him terribly, the kindness shown in 
words, prayers, and loving actions helped to ease this time for us. Thanks espe-
cially to all those who helped with his memorial service, in the planning, the mu-
sic, the reception, and service itself. It was a very special tribute to someone 
who meant so much to us and we appreciated all those whose talents made it 
that way.  

Sincerely,  

Carman Wood, Bob Wood, Jim Wood, and Lorna Devereux, and our families. 

 

Van Dijk Thank You  

Our sincere thanks and heartfelt appreciation for the prayers, kind words, cards 
and phone calls during the many months of our son-in-law, Dustin's illness; and, 
in the end when our family needed your kindness the most. Your genuine con-
cern helped us through some very difficult times, and we will be forever grateful.  

Fondly,  

Gerrit and Joanne Van Dijk  

Mandy Van Dijk-Hutt and Children 



 

 

The  Encounter                                                                                                  Page 12  

AUGUST 2010  

August 2010 Birthdays  
at Crossroads  

Terry Blackwell    Aug. 02 
Lorna Davis    Aug. 03 
Tennie Capps    Aug. 03 
Don Kerr     Aug. 03 
Jamie Hill     Aug. 08 
Alex Iles     Aug. 08 
Steven Black    Aug. 09 
Jack Conk     Aug. 12 
Doris Mengel    Aug. 12 
Allie Thompson   Aug. 13 
Ramona Wing    Aug. 15 
Addison Florea    Aug. 15 
Wes Wood     Aug. 16 
Linda Rash    Aug. 16 
Kia Holton     Aug. 16 
Beth Reynolds    Aug. 17 
Suzie Garner    Aug. 17 
Imogene Ruland    Aug. 19 
Bev Schreckengost   Aug. 19 
Alice Frary     Aug. 23 
Tatum Brown    Aug. 23 
Glen Eyre     Aug. 24 
Elizabeth Bush    Aug. 24 
Holden Zeunen    Aug. 24 
Irene Theobold     Aug. 26 
Donna Kolpin    Aug. 26 
Betty Gerdeman    Aug. 28 
Sally Phipps    Aug. 29 
Joyce Lynn    Aug. 30 

 
August 1, 2010  
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost  
Hosea 11:1-11 
Psalm 107:1-9 & Psalm 43 
Colossians 3:1-11 
Luke 12:13-21 
 
August 8, 2010  
Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost  
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23 
Hebrews 11:1-3 & Hebrews:11 8-16 
Luke 12:32-40 
 
August 15, 2010  
Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost  
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19 
Hebrews 11:29ï12:2 
Luke 12:49-56 
 
August 22, 2010  
Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost  
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Psalm 71:1-6 
Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 
 
August 29, 2010  
Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost  
Jeremiah 2:4-13 
Psalm 81:1 & Psalm 8:10-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8 & Hebrews 13:15-16 
Luke 14:1 & 14:7-14 

Lectionary Readings for  
August 2010  
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United Methodist Women News  

     UMW met July 10 at 9:30. M & M Circle was 
hostess.  We began preliminary planning for 2011. 

     Upcoming events include Schools of Mission at 
Salt Lake City (July 30-31) and Rifle UMC (August 7).  
Our unitôs Friendship Tea will be August 21.  Our 
district meeting will be in Steamboat Springs on 
September 17-19.  If you are interested in any of 
these activities, please contact a UMW member as 
soon as possible. 

     We are collecting items for school kits and will 
deliver them to the district meeting in Steamboat 
Springs.  Supply lists are available at church on the 
UMW bulletin board by the sanctuary. 

     Next month's unit meeting will be August 14 at 9:30 
a.m..  Ada May Circle will be hostesses and our 
program will be budget planning and officer 
nominations.  Isabella Benson Circle will meet 
September 23 at 1:30 p.m.  M&M Circle will meet 
August 23 at 6:00 p.m..  Ada May Circle will meet 
September 28 at 9:30 a.m..  All UMW meetings are 
held in Room 2 (Parlor).  As always, if dependent care is an issue keeping you 
from attending a UMW function, PLEASE call the church office (242-0577) a few 
days beforehand.  Several women have graciously volunteered to watch your 
children at NO charge to you.  UMW is a great way to meet other women of this 
church and to serve others not only in our community, but throughout the world. 

 

Old Fashioned Pie Social August 21 at 1:30 p.m.  

UMW ladies are invited to join us for an enjoyable program and an old-
fashioned pie social August 21 at 1:30 p.m.  Please RSVP to Joyce Cooper 
(242-0125) or Barbara Ball (242-0400). 

Please Donate To Our Golden Rule Fund  

Our Golden Rule Fund is in need.  This fund is used at the pastorôs discretion 
for those going through difficult times.  To donate, you may make your check out 
to Crossroads United Methodist Church with ñGolden Ruleò on the memo line.  
Thank you. 
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SCHOOL OF MISSIONS ï AUGUST 7, 2010 
 

LOCATION:  Rifle United Methodist Presbyterian Church  
200 East Fourth Street, Rifle, CO  81650  

970-625-1603 or  
rifleumpc@juno.com  

TIME:  8:00 a.m. (registration) ï 4:00 p.m.(Worship followed by Classes)  
 

There are three classes being offered at the Rifle United Methodist 
Presbyterian Church in Rifle at  200 E. 4

th
 St., Rifle on August 7, 2010.  

The classes, which are sponsored by The Rocky Mountain Conference, 
are: 

The Beauty and Courage of Sudan; Why a Dream of Peace is Possible  
by Steve Riley 

 
For the Love of God; Johnôs Letters by  

Rev. Don Sperber 
 

Joy to the World; Mission in the Age of Global Christianity by  
Rev. Jarrell Tyson. 

 
The charge for the classes is $40 plus $10 for an optional course book.  
Continental breakfast and lunch are included in the registration fee. 

 
There is a capacity for 90 total (30 per class) and the classes run 
simultaneously with availability for handicapped students. There will be 
other churches in Colorado hosting the Mission School this summer, 
however, we are the only church on the Western Slope. 

 
Registration forms (scholarship forms too) are available on the web site or 
there is one attached.  For any questions, please use the contact 
numbers above. 

 
We hope to see a full registration to enjoy learning more about missions 
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Prayer Partners for August 2010  

These are the people and families to be prayed for 
during August as part of the Prayer Partners 
program: 
Week of August 01:  Aaron & Janine McPhail; 
Crystal Meadors; Bonnie Meese; Vic & Joyce 
Melchor; Doris Mengel; Helen Maestas 
 Week of August 08 : Maevonne Mickelson; Rudi & 
Penny Miller; Callie Miller; Dylan Miller; Mark & Maggie 
Mills; Cameron, Julie & Allison Mills. 
Week of August 15 : Bobbie Milner; Zebulon & 
Jessica Miracle; Peyton Miracle; Barbara Moe; Sue 
Moon; Larry & Dee Morrow 
Week of August 22:  Zane & Michelle Morse; Paul, 
Brandy, Alyssa & Kalina Mow; Ronald & Mary Jane 
Mulnix; Mark, Dana, Aaron & Seth Naatz; Mark & 
Alyson Nagoda; Gordon & Dona Nash. 
Week of August 29  Kathe Natelborg; Shirley Nay; Kurt & Kathy Nelson; Jack 
Nilson; Scott & Donna Nilson; Kathleen Northway. 
******************************************************************************************* 

 

Flowers Wanted For The Altar on Sundays  

Do you have a beautiful flower garden?  We love to have fresh flowers on our 
Communion Table/Altar every Sunday.  We ask that those willing to share please 
bring some of their flower garden treasures to the church prior to the 8:30 a.m. service 
on Sunday.  Also, the office is open on Friday mornings until noon to accept your 
flowers.  We have vases available.  Please inform the church office by noon 
Wednesday if you intend on bringing flowers so we donôt order from Johnsonôs House 
of Flowers.  Thank you. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  

AND  

FAMILY FUN ACTIVITES ARE COMING!  
 

Important Dates  
August 22          Worship at the park and family fun begins @ 10:00 a.m. 
           Blessing of the Children & Teachers 8:30 a.m.& 10:00 a.m. 
           worship in the park, Long Family Memorial Park 
August 29          Sunday School rotations begin 
October 13 ð 31          Youth operated Pumpkin Patch 
October 24                    Pumpkin Fest Family Fun (invite a friend!) 

           Halloween Town  
           (a night of costumes and games, canned   
           food drive, bring a friend!) 

November 21          Advent Festival 
           (crafts, food, carols ð a great way to prepare   
           for the Advent season, bring a friend!) 
           Hanging of the Greens worship service (children help  
            decorate!). 

December 11          Christmas Pageant Rehearsal (4:00 p.m.) 
December 12                 Christmas Pageant @ 9:50 a.m. worship service 

 
 

Meanwhile 
 

           Sunday school for children and youth goes into our regular schedule on 
August 29.  The first rotation for childrenôs Sunday School preschoolð5th grade 
will be from the Old Testament.  They will begin and end in Room 3 (the 
ñdesertò) and separate by younger and older grades for activities. 
           Youth Sunday school meets in the Youth room at 11:00.  Lyndi Hoffman 
is leading the group as they watch movies and discuss how they relate to their 
lives as Christians.  All youth 6th grade through high school are welcome.   
Requests for other options for classes are always considered and we have 
rooms available all morning. 
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REGISTRATION 
 

Registrantôs Information 
 Name: _________________________________________________ 
 Address:_______________________________________________ 
 City:___________________________________________________ 
 State, Zip: ______________________________________________ 
 Phone Number:__________________________________________ 
 Email Address:___________________________________________ 
  
 Church Name:___________________________________________ 
 Church City:_____________________________________________ 
 Please check all that apply: 
 _____ Clergy  _____Lay Member  _____First Time Attendee 
 _____Youth  _____Young Adult  _____Youth Leader 
 
2. I will be attending the Rifle Event     $40 
 _____ 
 
3.   Choice of Study ï please indicate 1

st
 and 2

nd
 choice: 

 All participants at the school will attend Johnôs Letters 
 _____  For the Love of God: Johnôs Letters 
 _____  The Beauty and Courage of Sudan 
 _____  Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of Global Christianity 
 
4. I would like to buy a textbook for: 
 _____  For the Love of God: Johnôs Letters  $10  _____ 
 _____  The Beauty and Courage of Sudan  $10  _____ 
 _____  Joy to the World: Mission in the Age 
      of Global Christianity    $10  _____ 
 
         TOTAL COST _____ 
 
Send registration and payment attn:  Vicky Martinez 
      Rifle United Methodist Presbyterian Church 
      200 E. 4

th
 St., Rifle, CO  81650 

 
Special needs you would like us to know about:_____________________________ 
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Worship in the Park and Picnic August 22 at Long Family Memorial Park  
 

When: Sunday, August 22, 2010 at 10 a.m.  

     A service in the sanctuary will also be held 
at 8:30 a.m. which will include the blessing of 
the children and teachers. 

 

Where : Long Family Memorial Park between 
E 1/2 and F roads east of the church. 

    Use the south parking lot off of E 1/2 
Road to access the Grand Mesa Shelter. 

Overflow parking is available at Central 
High School. 

     Service will include the Praise Band 
and a blessing of our children and 
teachers. 

Immediately following the service (about 
11:00 a.m.) we will share a picnic lunch. 

 

Food : Meat and grills will be provided.  Be 
generous in bringing a potluck dish so we can 
share with those who may be in the park. 

Bring your own chairs, coolers and table service. 

 

If you have or are willing to bring or donate the following, please fill out below 
and turn in to the office. 

Large jugs for drinks 

Bags of ice 

Bottled water to give out to people in the park. 

 

Name __________________________ Phone Number __________________ 
 

There will be games following the meal and opportunities for visiting.  Bottled water 
and balloons will be given out to everyone in the park.  Remember this service is an 
opportunity for us to open our doors to the community. 
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The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

is the humanitarian arm of the United Methodist 

Church.  UMCOR responds to natural or human made 

disasters�² those interruptions of such magnitude that 

they overwhelm a community's ability to recover on its 

own.  UMCOR's mission is to alleviate human 

suffering by providing practical, proactive support to 

the most vulnerable survivors of chronic or temporary 

emergencies due to natural or civil causes.  With your 

support, Crossroads UMC youth worked at the Salt 

Lake City UMCOR West Depot filling and packing 

health kits from July 6�² 10.  Over six pallets carrying 

over 4,000 health kits were prepared for shipping. 


